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banning sludge dumping off the Atlantic Coast, as well a
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One of his greatest moments as a legislator and came when he introduced the Oceans Act of 2000, which 
created the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy.  "The Oceans Act is a great bipartisan effort that will 
ultimately lead us to the most comprehensive review of federal ocean policy in 30 years," said 
Congressman Saxton. "It will give us the information and perspective we need to properly manage and 
preserve our ocean and coastal resources. I am proud to have introduced the legislation in the House and 
to have seen it passed into law. And I am especially honored to accept the Leadership Award from the 
National Marine Sanctuary Foundation.” 

The Foundation will also present its first Volunteer of the Year Awards to Gordon Bennett of the 
Gulf of the Farallones National Marine Sanctuary in San Francisco, California, and Alan Brooks of the 
Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary in Port Angeles, Washington.  “It is an honor to participate in 
this important event,” said Master of Ceremonies Lauren Hutton.  “As a diver and ocean 
conservationist, I can truly appreciate the commitment of our congressional leaders at the national level 
and the value of volunteer efforts at the local level.”   

Bennett began volunteering for the Gulf of the Farallones National Marine Sanctuary in 1993 and has 
dedicated an astounding 2,000 hours to monitoring beaches, responding to oil spills, and investigating the 
impact of natural and manmade events on wildlife.  Alan Brooks is serving his second year as Chairman 
of the Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary’s Advisory Council where he has distinguished himself 
as a passionate and tireless advocate of ocean habitats and marine life.   

 “The National Marine Sanctuary Foundation is delighted to have the opportunity to express its gratitude 
to these volunteers and members of Congress, whose enthusiasm and diligence have contributed so much 
to our National Marine Sanctuary Program and to ocean preservation in general,” said Lori Arguelles, 
NMSF Executive Director.   

The NMSF Leadership Awards Dinner kicks off Capitol Hill Oceans Week, a two-day symposium 
on Capitol Hill, June 11-12. Now in it’s third year, this symposium, coordinated by the National Marine 
Sanctuary Foundation, has established itself as one of the most important events of the year for 
exchanging knowledge and ideas about ocean issues and policies.  This year, representatives from 
government, private industry, nonprofits, and academia will focus on the latest discoveries and the future 
of ‘Exploring Our Oceans’ (Wednesday, June 11) and the challenges and solutions to ‘Managing Our 
Marine Areas’ (Thursday, June 12).  Each panel discussion will begin with an overview from a Member 
of Congress.  Exhibitors will join the symposium on June 12th for the Ocean Technology Fair, which 
will feature some of the most successful marine management and exploration programs in the country.  
Congressional co-hosts of CHOW 2003 include the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and 
Transportation; the House Committee on Resources; the House Committee on Science; and the House 
Oceans Caucus.   

The National Marine Sanctuary Foundation is the private sector, non-profit partner to the federally 
managed National Marine Sanctuary Program, part of the U.S. Commerce Department’s National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration.  The National Marine Sanctuary Foundation works to complement the 
outreach and education efforts of the nationwide network of 13 marine sanctuaries.  Stretching from the 
Flower Garden Banks in the Gulf of Mexico to Thunder Bay in the Great Lakes, and from the Hawaiian 
Islands to the Florida Keys, the National Marine Sanctuary Program covers approximately 18,000 square 
nautical miles.    
 

Media must schedule with Laurie Howell – see above.  Also see more details at www.nmsfocean.org. 
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